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Searching ScienceDirect 
 

ScienceDirect contains over 25% of the world’s science, technology and medicine full 
text and bibliographic information.  Apart from online reference works, handbooks and  
book series ScienceDirect offers a rich journal collection of over 2,500 titles.  In addition, 
the Backfiles program offers the ability to search a historical archive of over 9 million 
journal articles, in some cases back to Volume 1, Issue 1.   
 
ScienceDirect opens in a home window containing a text box for entering a “Quick 
Search.” 
 

 
 
 
Clicking on the “Search” tab opens a window for doing basic searches using 
Boolean operators, specifying the search fields (such as title or author), limiting 
the sources and subject areas to be searched, and restricting the time period to 
be searched. 
 
Use * for truncation, which enables a root word plus all the words made by 
adding letters to the end of the root. For example, manufact* finds manufacturing, 
manufacturers, manufactured, etc. 
Use ? to replace characters in a specified location in a word. For example 
wom?n finds woman and women. 
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The Search Results page lists by default the articles by date. To arrange the results list by 
relevance click on the “Relevance” link next to “Sort by: Date.”   
 
To read the abstract for an article click on “Preview.”  If the article is available online, 
you can read it by clicking on “PDF.”  If the article is not available online, go to “Journal 
Find (SFX)” on Jernigan Library’s main page under the “Online Resources” section to 
see whether the article is available online from another database or the journal is 
available at Jernigan Library. 
 

 
 
If the article is available online, you can go to newer articles that cite the article you’re 
looking at by clicking on “Cited By,” and you can find linked references included in the 
article you’re looking at by scrolling down to the end of the article. 
 
If the article is available online, you can e-mail it to yourself. 
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